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Readings: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time | USCCB 

 

All right let’s see our progress: God is good. Can I get an 

AMEN?! And God isn’t just good some time, God is good; ALL the 

time! Amen, yes, last week we determined that to be so because the time 

of the Lord has come, it has been fulfilled in our hearing. Amen!  

So what? So what if God is good and the time of fulfilment has 

come? What difference does it make? Other than acknowledging it, there 

is really nothing more that I need to do with that bit of news, because if 

God’s promise will come true, and I believe it will, then it will come 

true regardless of me. All I need to do is simply say: Amen, do your 

thing God. 

It might seem that way, until I come to realize that God isn’t just 

good, but God is good to me. When it becomes personal, then we 

understand just how much of a difference it makes in our lives. That is 

one of the lessons we can draw from Luke’s gospel today which centers 

around the call of Simon Peter…  

Recap on how we got here: After Jesus escaped the angry crowd 

that tried to push him off a cliff, he went to a small town in Capernaum 

and there he began to manifest miraculous signs that indeed the year of 

the Lord had come just as he had announced it in the synagogue. He 

cured a demoniac and healed Simon’s mother-in-law who was sick 

among other things. People who witnessed these actions and heard him 

speak were amazed and were drawn to him, he was successful, and after 

a short while decides to expand, to make his way to other small towns in 
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this region so more people would hear the good news because the goal 

was that everyone would eventually get to hear how good God is. 

As any good business owner knows, if you want to expand, you 

need more people to help you since one cannot do it all. You need the 

right team and a good manager, your right-hand leader who understands 

and believes in your mission, and that is what we see Jesus doing today, 

he identifies Simon Peter as that person for him, but there are some 

important things to take notice of in how Luke writes about it. 

For example, in other gospel accounts, Jesus seems to just be 

passing by the shore and randomly call these men to be part of the 

mission without singling out Peter in any special way. Luke on the other 

hand shows Jesus putting more thought into it, as if being strategic.  

Jesus had probably walked by this shore multiple times by now 

and something about these men would have caught his eye as potential 

candidates for his team. I imagine Jesus sitting at a distance, observing 

them work as fishermen, seeing their interactions, their character, their 

work ethic… I imagine him drawing an analogy between what they were 

doing and what he was envisioning his mission to be, the grace of God 

casting a net on the world.  

I imagine he started to notice Simon as a possible leader, so starts 

getting closer to him to see if he had what it took. Luke tells us that one 

of the things Jesus did was visit Simon’s house to heal his ill mother-in-

law, so there was already a level of familiarity between them. Everyone 

in the region including Simon were encountering the general goodness 

of God through Jesus, who was quickly becoming someone special.   
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It is not surprising then that when Jesus asks to be taken on his 

boat a short distance of the shore so he can speak to the crowds, Simon 

does not hesitate, despite being tired. If God was good, then he would let 

Jesus continue speaking about it. Besides, all he had to do is just steer 

the boat a bit and then just sit there and simply listen and be amazed at 

how beautifully and eloquently he spoke about God, nodding amens 

along with everyone else. He probably thought, yes, sounds good, 

sounds like a plan, God is good, amen, do your thing Jesus!  

Then the miracle of the fish happens, and this is when Simon Peter 

realizes “God isn’t just good, but God is good to me!” What God was 

doing was not just some general announcement,  it was personal, it was 

more amazing and bigger than he thought, and his reaction completely 

changed.  

He went from someone who was drawn to Jesus just like everyone 

else, to suddenly being frightened and wanting Jesus to depart from his 

presence. Like being tuned to Jesus’s mission, he understood what that 

net and fish meant, and he felt the weight of the possibility that Jesus 

was going to ask him to do this in a different way. That being so, he 

feels completely unworthy, ashamed, a sinner, just as Isaiah felt in the 

first reading: “who is me, I am domed! For I am a man of unclean lips, 

yet my eyes have seen the Lord of hosts!” Sure enough, Jesus delivers 

the news: Simon, God is good, God is good to you, “do not be afraid; 

from now on you will be catching men.”  

What is the goal of this narrative? Remember the overall context of 

Luke’s gospel: he is writing as someone who did not know Jesus 

personally yet wants his readers and community and us to trust that 
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God’s word is being passed on through the leadership of the Church. 

Within the early church, Simon Peter was emerging as the leader of the 

apostles, and this was controversial because not everyone trusted him.  

By then, Luke’s community would have heard about all the 

mistakes Peter had made in his interactions with Jesus. Mark’s gospel 

for example isn’t very kind to Peter, and highlights plenty of them: Did 

you hear about how Simon Peter denied Jesus, not once but three times? 

And yet we are to trust that he will be loyal to us? Did you hear about 

how he could not stay awake in prayer one hour as Jesus agonized in the 

garden, and he is supposed to lead this new movement where prayer is a 

big component? Did you hear about how Jesus reprimanded him and 

called him Satan for being power hungry? That is our leader? 

Yes. Luke is asking the community to trust that even though Peter 

is a sinful man, Jesus still gave him, by name, the very important task of 

catching men, a metaphor for the mission of the Church: to cast a net of 

God’s grace around the world bringing all people to the fullness of 

life. We see that mission taking place in Acts of the Apostles through the 

leadership of Peter, where Luke shows us just how much his testimony 

brought life to those who heard it including Luke himself and Paul who 

once also chased after Christians to kill them. Something happens in our 

lives when we realize God isn’t just good, but good to me, good to you. 

So what? What does this mean for us? I’d like to offer several 

implications.  

It means trusting and supporting the authority of the Church in all 

its levels beginning with the successor of Peter. I happen to really like 

Pope Francis, but I also know his vision and style can be challenging for 
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many people. He is a pastor, not a theologian, so sometimes what he 

says is often unpolished, not very systematically thought out. Yet, Jesus 

has given him, by name, the task of leading this mission, and we are 

asked to trust that the Holy Spirit is guiding him to proclaim liberty to 

captives and bring glad tidings to the poor, and needs our prayer and 

support. We don’t have to agree with everything he says, but it is 

disheartening to see how disagreements are expressed as attacks which 

just just adds to the division within the Church. Can you believe he put a 

pagan goddess “Pachamama” in a church? We are supposed to trust 

him? Can you believe he called couples who prefer dogs over children 

selfish? That is a leader? Can you believe he is restricting the Latin 

mass? He is anti-tradition… and I’m supposed to trust him? Yes, Luke 

would be the first to remind us that yes… Jesus has appointed him, and 

despite his own personal challenges, he is casting a net of God’s grace 

on the world, on us. Pope Francis himself when he was elected Pope the 

very first thing he said to us was “please pray for me, a sinner.” That’s 

our first responsibility, to pray and support. 

At a local level, that means being supportive of the Archbishop and 

whatever plans he has for our region.  

At the parish level, that means being open and supportive to what 

is to come as we envision the future for this parish community.  

As your priest, we’ve been together for seven months now and we 

are slowly opening up again, which means new opportunities. The rule 

of thum when a new priest comes to a parish is to simply observe for the 

first six months and not make any drastic changes. Well, our observation 

time is over and it is time to envision the future. 
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What do you want Holy Spirit to look like post covid? I will soon 

meet with our new pastoral council and together discern a plan to 

present to you of new possibilities. 

This is where the second application of today’s gospel comes in: I 

pray we might all not just say “great, sounds good, good ideas, do your 

thing father, get it done, God is good!”  

We all come to mass, this is our boat, we sit back and let the 

church do her thing as we nod amen. Yet the church is constantly asking 

us to get up and proclaim the good news as we walk out those doors. 

Sitting here is not enough. 

At a global level, that means being open to the synodal process. As 

mentioned, a few weeks ago, we will begin the synodal process soon at 

our parish, and next weekend I will be presenting to you clarity as to 

what exactly it is, and how you can participate. Stay tuned.  

At the parish level, I pray we all are convicted enough to jump off 

the boat and walk to make whatever plans are ahead happen for our 

parish. 

A little confession, now that my “observation” phase is over and 

it’s time to get to work… as things are “getting real,” I am feeling the 

weight of the responsibility of having to make big decisions that will 

impact all of us, financially, structurally, and ministerially. It is a bit 

daunting being my first go at it, and I’m not sure what will work and 

what wont… all I ask is what Luke asked of his community, that we join 

Simon Peter, the Church, in the mission of bringing people, including 

ourselves, to the fullness of life. Whatever plans are underway, I pray 



Homily | Year C | Firth Sunday OT | 02/06/2022 
 

pg. 7 
 

that you may be open to doing more than simply yell amen, we‘ve 

practiced now three weeks, got that one down.  

We have been on the same boat for six months now, it will soon be 

time to get off and get to work. In the meantime, I will continue to offer 

mass and prayers for all you sinners as best I can. Will you do the same 

for this sinner? I humbly ask that in a moment of quiet, that you may 

pray for me, our pastoral council, and the parish, that I may be sensitive 

to the holy spirit as we discern where to go together, and that all of us 

may come to the conviction that yes, God is good to me. 

  

+ Fr. Carlos 


